


August Comte

• 1838 coined the 
term “sociology”

• Positivism

• Objective, fact-
based research 
using the scientific 
method 



Observation & Question
• Begin to form a research question based upon something you wonder about 

the social world.

• May start general but try to become specific about what you want to find out



Observation & Question

In education, it is commonly believed that parental involvement plays 
an important role in a child’s future success. What affects may a 
parent’s incarceration play on a parent’s ability to be involved in their 
child’s school?



Research & Hypothesis
• Begin to play closer attention to what you can observe on the surface

• Research if other studies have been done. What did they conclude?

• Find where more research is needed and develop your experiment around 
this need.

• Develop your hypothesis based upon what you know from previous research



Research
“An impressive and impactful body of scholarship on the collateral 
consequences of parental incarceration for child wellbeing has 
amassed, suggesting overwhelmingly negative impacts for children 
across a range of social, economic, cognitive, behavioral, and health 
outcomes (eg. Haskins 2016; Travis, Western, and Redburn 2014’ 
Wakefield and Wildeman 2014).”

Hypothesis

“Present-day schools can be seen as a type of surveilling institution 
through their keeping of formal records, increased security, and direct 
connections to other public agencies. Thus, parents associated with, 
involved in, or in fear of engagement with the criminal justice system 
might disengage from schools, reducing or inhibiting the extent of their 
involvement in their child’s schooling.” 



Experiment & Data Collection
• Quantitative (numerical statistics) vs. Quantitative (written, visual, audio)

• Primary (first hand) vs. Secondary (previous research, gov’t data)

• Numerous methods are available



Research Methods

• Social Surveys – standardized questions given to large numbers of people 

• Experiments – aims to establish cause and effect relationships

• Interviews – asking questions orally

• Participant Observation - researcher joins the particular group to study

• Case Studies – researching a single case or example

• Longitudinal Studies – studies a sample of people over a long period of time

Secondary data from Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study focusing on 
elementary school-aged children (longitudinal). Self-reports and teacher 
reports for depth and variation.



Analysis

• What does the data that you collected tell you?
• Be sure not to look for the answer you want (hypothesized) but the 

answer that is truly provided in the details!

Data from Fragile Families Study examined with multivariate regression 
analyses (statistics). Data categorized into seven parent involvement 
outcomes. See, you can use math in the real world!



Conclusion & Report

• Detail the entire scientific method you followed

• This should allow another research team to replicate your study

• Outline any problems or areas for further research



Conclusions
• “School” means things to different people

• Those who have been “in the system” see it as an extension of 
government and control

• Social exclusion and teacher stigmatization

• Schools should work to create more welcoming and inclusive spaces



• Founded in 1905

• Currently 13,000+ members
• College faculty, researchers, students, teachers

• Publish 14 professional journals/magazines
• Sociological Theory

• Sociological Methodology

• Teaching Sociology

• Sociology of Race and Ethnicity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6WVJEXJj_o

