


Social Institutions



 Purpose of Social 
Institutions

•Social institutions are designed 
to meet universal needs

•Social and biological needs

•Care, shelter, livelihood, 
purpose, education, etc.



Institutions do not exist independently but 
overlap in meeting our needs



Institutions have a history
•Institutions establish “rules” or ways of doing things

•Individuals begin to accept these without question



Institutions continually change

How has the notion of the “family” changed throughout our history?



Institutions distribute resources unequally
•People are assigned to advantaged and disadvantaged groups

•The advantaged gain the benefits of the system

•The disadvantaged are taken advantage of, discriminated against, or 
completely shut out of the system



Institutions legitimize their own existence

•These are created and advanced by the advantaged

•Those who benefit the most = desire to maintain status quo



Social Institutions

• Let us look more closely at these social structures
• Recall the term status- the various positions that 

individuals hold in society
• Write down three status labels for those 

participating in each structure we review



Functions of Family

•Regulating sexual behavior

•Patterning reproduction

• Socializing children

•Providing care and protection

•Providing social status



Functions of 
Religion

•Satisfying individual need

•Promote social cohesion

•Establish worldviews



Functions of 
Education

•Cultural transmission

•Establishing academic skills

• Foster innovation

•Provide child care outside 
of the family

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOZocYcttO4


Functions of 
Political System

•Establish laws and norms

•Provide social control

• Set goals for society

•Protect against outside threats

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tu32CCA_Ig


Functions of 
Economy

•Provide for financial stability

•Organize ownership of 
production and property

•Determine use and distribution 
of resources

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ziodZHZGpU


Functions of 
Health Care

•Provide for physical care

•Determine use and distribution 
of medical resources

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1D5CzpQDJg


Functions of 
Justice System

•Provide for rehabilitation of 
criminals

•Provide protection from violent 
individuals

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaPBcUUqbew




Exit Slip: According to the videos, many of America’s social 
institutions are broken and in dire straits. To what extent do you 
agree or disagree with these videos? Which social system do you 
feel is in need of the most help in the United States and why? What 
do you think could or should be done to fix some of the problems 
we face? 



Chapter 5 Book Questions

Lesson 1 Review (pg. 135) #2, 4, and 6

Lesson 2 Review (pg. 142) #2 and 3

Lesson 3 Review (pg. 146) #1, 4, 6, and 8

Lesson 4 Review (pg. 150) #4 and 6


