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This year’s special

This year we are offering the following experiments as potential IA topics.  Although it is 
possible to get a special order, these twelve studies are recommended for replication.  
There is only one portion of each study available for groups of up to 4 people. 

The first set of studies is based on memory research. The second set of studies is based on 
problem solving and heuristics. Links to abstracts and/or the original study are provided.
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“Thanks for the memories” specials

1.  The smashing car special: Loftus & Palmer (1974)  An experiment that sees whether 
word choice can affect an eye-witness’s memory of an auto accident. Limited to two 
levels of the IV.  

2. For the smaller appetite:  Baddeley, Thomson & Buchanan (1975) Word Length and the 
Structure of Short Term Memory  

3. To cleanse the palette: Bransford, J.D. & Johnson, M. K. (1972).  How information 
before and after reading a text may help understanding and recall.

4. For the narcissist in all of us:  Rogers, Kuiper & Kirker’’s (1977) study of self-referential 
encoding. 

5. Triple the pleasure: Peterson and Peterson (1959) - The effect of time intervals on the 
recall of trigrams.  Original study. 

6. A Googletastic delight: Sparrow et al (2011).  The effect of computer use on memory.

For those who like to make a decision

1.  Hey Baby It’s Cold Outside: Williams & Bargh (2008). Experiencing Physical Warmth 
Promotes Interpersonal Warmth. 

2. For the fast calculators: Tversky & Kahnemann (1973)  on anchoring bias and the 
estimation of a math problem

3. Heavenly choices:  Nisbett and Wilson (1977).  A study of the Halo Effect
4. Abstract vs concrete desserts: Wason & Shapiro (1971).  A study of logic and problem 

solving.
5. Indian delight: Strack and Mussweiler (1997).  The use of anchors in decision making.
6. Frames of mind: Tversky & Kahneman, (1981).  The use of frames to influence choices.
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http://webfiles.uci.edu/eloftus/LoftusPalmer74.pdf
https://msu.edu/course/psy/802/altmann/802/Ch6-2-BaddeleyEtAl75.pdf
http://www.cogsci.ucsd.edu/~coulson/203/bransford72.pdf
http://opl.apa.org/Experiments/About/AboutSelfReference.aspx
https://www.simplypsychology.org/peterson-peterson.html
http://psych.indiana.edu/tradition/Peterson_and_Peterson_1959.pdf
http://www.uvm.edu/~cmplxsys/legacy/newsevents/pdfs/2011/google-effects-on-memory.pdf
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/322/5901/606.short
http://people.hss.caltech.edu/~camerer/Ec101/JudgementUncertainty.pdf
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/92158/TheHaloEffect.pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download;jsessionid=33237F4035B9EFA4B422637A50C17E98?doi=10.1.1.169.3168&rep=rep1&type=pdf
https://www.google.cz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjdjuT0m-DVAhWGWxQKHaJ2CWkQFgglMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbear.warrington.ufl.edu%2Fbrenner%2Fmar7588%2FPapers%2Fstrack-mussweiler-jpsp97.pdf&usg=AFQjCNEVmB2bNaVx3_r0vd5ye5GEBZR6Tw
https://www.google.cz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-6cPom-DVAhUFbhQKHdVSBGIQFgglMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stat.columbia.edu%2F~gelman%2Fsurveys.course%2FTverskyKahneman1981.pdf&usg=AFQjCNEgq4bPwuseDx39s48GMaS1sF3XPQ

